Taylor University

Pillars at Taylor University
2018-2019 (Volume 106)

The Echo (1913-Present)

3-29-2019

The Echo: March 29, 2019
Taylor University

Follow this and additional works at: https://pillars.taylor.edu/echo-2018-2019
Part of the Higher Education Commons

Recommended Citation
Taylor University, "The Echo: March 29, 2019" (2019). 2018-2019 (Volume 106). 20.
https://pillars.taylor.edu/echo-2018-2019/20

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the The Echo (1913-Present) at Pillars at Taylor University.
It has been accepted for inclusion in 2018-2019 (Volume 106) by an authorized administrator of Pillars at Taylor
University. For more information, please contact pillars@taylor.edu.

AIRBAND
2019
Tomorrow
night at 6:30
and 9:00 PM

COVER ILLUSTRATION BY NAOMI NOYES

Civil discussion
happens in
dorms Page 8
Meet the
athlete of the
week Page 9

AIRBAND EDITION
Since 1913

Volume 106, Issue 19

HEADLINES
Student
President and
VP Elections
Three student pairs strive to
win the people’s vote Page 3

Seniors
showcase art

Senior art show begins
this evening Page 7

NY bill faces
discussion
Reproductive Health Act
sparks controversy? Page 8

Men’s track
and field takes
second at
Emory Invite
Points across the board
propelled the Trojans to

success last week Page 9

Airband gets
creative

Friday, March 29 - Thursday, April 4, 2019

TheEchoNews.com

Daniel McHenney steals the show
The boy in
four Airbands
Lily Smith

Life & Times Co-Editor

One student. Four Airband
acts.
Junior Daniel McHenney
has attempted something that
most Taylor students would
not dare to dream of doing.
He is participating in four Airband acts this Saturday night.
This is not McHenney’s first
rodeo when it comes to the
annual Airband competition.
His freshman year, he was in
just one Airband with Third
Center Olson participating
as a band member. His sophomore year, he joined two acts,
Second West Olson and Gerig.
This year, he made it into four.
“The goal was to do one
more each year, but I was

Photograph provided by Daniel McHenney

Daniel McHenney (left) dances in Second West
Olson’s Airband performance in 2018.

afraid that I wouldn’t get in
all three with disqualifications
during auditions,”said McHenney. “I did a fourth one as a
backup.”
McHenney did not come
into school as a freshman with

any Airband aspirations, but
when his freshman and sophomore years passed by and
there seemed to be a trend, he
decided to follow through and
continue the pattern by doing
more Airband performances

every year.
This year, he is in the performances of Gerig, 2WO,
3WO, and 2 Breu. He is in the
band for 3WO and 2 Breu, and
dancing for Gerig and 2WO.
McHenney luckily avoided any
quick costume changes, since
all of his acts are spaced out
throughout the night.
He only has positive things
to say about all the different
acts that he is involved with
this year.
“Second West Olson has
a theme that I just love. It’s
Phineas and Ferb, that’s like
my childhood so I’m excited for that,” McHenney said.
“Third West Olson has some
really great moves, I love what
they’ve done with it. Gerig’s is
creative and I like the ending
for it. 2 Breu also has a really
creative idea and it’s really fun
to drum out to it.”

Power duo prepares for Airband
First West
Wengatz and Second
East Olson team up
Lily Smith

Life & Times Co-Editor
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2017: The crowd dissolved into
cheers as First West Wengatz
won Airband with their rendition of Pandora’s Box.
2018: Second East Olson
and Second Center Wengatz
drowned in applause as they
took the win with The Greatest Showman act.
2019: First West Wengatz
and Second East Olson, a power duo, team up for this year’s
Airband competition.
The men of 1WW have gone
solo for many years during the
Airband competition and have
walked away as champions for
five out of the last eight years.
However, this year things have
shifted and they have joined
with 2EO for the upcoming
contest.
“Second East has been awesome. Our Airband . . . couldn’t
be where it’s at now without
them,” sophomore Clayton
Warren said. “They’ve been
super strong on every level,
from learning the dance and
being a part of it, to those who

Photograph provided by Jim Garringer

Second East Olson and Second Center Wengatz win Airband 2018 with The Greatest Showman.

have been helping me throughout the entirety with planning
and with choreography and
then teaching it.”
Warren has taken a leadership role in the Airband performance of “½ Weast”, as the
group refers to themselves.
He was involved in leadership last year in First West’s

act, but took a larger role this
year, directing and working
on much of the choreography along with several women from 2EO.
Juniors Piper Nicholson and
Sydney Smith, along with freshman Zoë Mendenall and sophomore Chloe Sohmer have also
been essential components of

the choreographing and creating “½ Weast’s” performance.
“I love the First West guys
and I think it’s been really fun
to get to know them and dance
with them.” Zoë Mendenall,
a first time Airband participant, said. “Choreographing
has been fun, but also scary
and also a little stressful. It’s

6 pros and cons for joining an Airband
Is the risk worth
the reward?
Victoria Lawson

Twitter:
@TheEcho_Taylor
Facebook:
Facebook.com/TaylorUniversityEcho
Instagram:
@Echo_TaylorU
Website:
TheEchoNews.com

Staff Writer

The intensity of Airband is not
confined to the blazing spotlights, buzzing crowd and sweatsoaked adrenaline rushes of
performance night — most students are aware of the months of
hard work floors and wings put
in leading up to the big day. For
those students either regretting
not joining this year or waiting
on the sidelines, wondering if
Airband is for them, here are a
list of pros and cons to help you
in your decision.
Pros
The community. Airband is
an excellent way to meet people from other dorms, majors
and years. Airband allows people to unite under a common
goal and fosters an atmosphere
of teamwork in a non-academic,
non-career-focused setting. Even
those who consider themselves
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Students from Third Center Olson and Third East Wengatz put the time in for Airband.

strangers to the Kesler Student
Activities Center or who have
never experienced dance competitions, theater choreography
or cheer routines are welcome
and encouraged to join Airband!
The creativity. Airbands are
judged on several core factors,
one of which is creativity and/
or originality. Even if one is unable to participate in choreographing the dancing and lip
synching roles, creativity is an

essential factor in each performance and can be expressed in
the costumes, music mix, set design and the theme itself.
The glory. Everyone wants to be
the best, right? Those with a competitive edge might find Airband
right up their alley. Airband is a culmination of three decades worth of
goofy outfits, high-energy moves
and wing/floor pride — if the other three reasons are not appealing,
why not do it for the prestige?

Cons
It’s time-consuming. Some
floors have more practices than
others and the duration of these
practices vary, but the bottom
line is that joining an Airband
is a time commitment. Be prepared for a lot of late-night practices and a long rehearsal night.
It’s challenging. Difficult experiences can be incredibly rewarding, but the added stress in an

While the running joke is
that he will continue the pattern and double the amount
of Airband performances
that he makes an appearance in next year, bringing
it to a total of eight, McHenney has a different vision for
next year’s event. His goal is
to be an MC next year, and he
is excited about the prospect
of replacing eight acts with a
fun substitute.
McHenney loves Airband
and the community of it. He
has enjoyed the atmosphere in
Cornwall Auditorium during
the actual event in the past
few years, clapping and cheering as people enter and exit to
perform.
“There’s so many people
and we’re all cheering each
other on,” McHenney said.
“We watch the performances
on the big screen and it’s really fun.”
Be sure to look out for him
and cheer him on this Saturday night!
been fun, and it gets my creative juices flowing.”
Mendenall participated in
competitive dance for seven
years and was excited to bring
her skills to this new challenge.
Expectations are set high for
this power duo, but “½ Weast”
is preparing for Saturday’s
competition with both confidence and cautiousness.
Warren, along with other
leaders, described feeling pressure about living up to the legacy and culture of both First
West and Second East. However, the leaders of the group
are thankful for the time spent
in preparation and the opportunity to create an entertaining performance.
“I think it’s understood that
every year is so different and
I think while we did win last
year, and First West has a reputation for being really excited about Airband, everyone
knows this year it’s all up in
the air,” Piper Nicholson said .
Nicholson is a Personnel Assistant on 2EO and has played
a large role in organizing and
planning for the group’s act.
“½ Weast’s” performance
promises to be one of the
highlights of Saturday night,
whether or not they walk away
with the win.
“Buckle up, it’s gonna be a
heck of a show,” Warren said.
echo@taylor.edu
already packed college lifestyle
can be overwhelming for some.
Ask yourself: can you handle your
class load, extracurriculars, work
and other commitments on top
of Airband practices? Are you
willing to make sacrifices in
those areas?
It’s performing. Some were
born for the stage, some brave
the stagefright and work through
their apprehension for the limelight, and some want to avoid it
altogether. Performing in front
of the the whole school and numerous families can be scary, so
if the attention is not for you, Airband might be an obvious tradition to skip.
All of these pros and cons of
Airband present opportunities
for change, friendship, character development, crazy stories
and a sense of accomplishment
whether your wing/floor wins, is
not recognized, or do not make
it past auditions. Do with this
information what you will to
help you decide, and remember:
college is a time of self-discovery. Maybe becoming a circus
clown, Martian, wolf or lip sync
rockstar is just what you need to
find yourself.
echo@taylor.edu
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Students run for president and vice president

Taylor holds
student elections
Holly Gaskill &
Rayce Patterson
News Co-Editors

Election week is in full swing.
Starting on Wednesday
and continuing until April
3, candidates are marketing,
meeting with students and
discussing their potential
plans for the student body.
Candidates for student
body president and vice president are Kylie Gerber and
Thaddeus VanOverberghe,
Anders Soderquist and Tali
Valentine and Luke Rovenstine and Lily Walter.
According to their website,
Gerber and VanOverberghe
are running under the hopes
to address better communication between administration and students, Title IX
and consent awareness, vulnerability involving the LTC,
campus parking, inclusivity in student leadership and
mental health. Ultimately,
the pair said they’re seeking
not to be the voice of Taylor
students, but to empower the
voice of students.
Additionally, VanOverberghe said he and Gerber want
to encourage students to be

united as the body of Christ
in all differences: personality,
background, opinion, views,
struggles, sin and others.
“Let us be the body of Christ
whose commonality is the
love of God and whose individuality is life-giving,” VanOverberghe said.
Soderquist and Valentine
are basing their campaign after Micah 6:8, which they’ve
phrased, “Do Justice, Love
Mercy, Walk Humbly.” They’re
running in hopes of improving communication between
students and student representatives, administrative
transparency and the value
of diversity on campus.
As a pair, they believe their
experiences across campus will allow them to be
connected with the student
and body and express different perspectives.
“We believe we have been
uniquely equipped to engage
tough conversations about
issues we have heard - divisiveness, division, marginalized voices - these concepts
all come up if you listen,” Valentine said. “We believe that
Taylor University can be a
space for colorful, constructive dialogue. We care deeply
about bringing together diverse voices.”
Rovenstine and Walter are

campaigning to start a better
discourse about campus issues. Rovenstine said he and
Walter appreciate Taylor as a
whole but would like to be facilitators for growth and improvement. They also plan
to improve communication
between administration and
students.
“This school has meant a
lot to me and I really want to,
not really sit on the sidelines
and watch Taylor just continue and continue and continue, but I really want to incite
change so that I can direct it
towards a place in which students and faculty alike are
bringing ideas to the table
in order make Taylor a better place that involves more
participation on both sides,”
Rovenstine said.
A public forum was held
last night 6 p.m. to interview
candidates.
On April 2, the candidates
will host a meet and greet
in the atrium of the La Rita
Boren Student Center. Candidates will be available to
answer questions about their
platforms and their plans at
Taylor while pancakes are
served.
Election voting will run
from midnight to 11:59 p.m. on
April 3. Results will be available on April 4.

Photograph provided by Tali Valentine

Senior Tali Valentine and junior Anders Soderquist want to increase
communication between administration and students and promote diversity on campus.

Photograph provided by Thaddeus VanOverberghe

Junior Kylie Gerber and senior Thaddeus VanOverberghe want to empower
the voice of students on campusas student body president and vice president.

Photograph provided by Luke Rovenstine

Sophomores Luke Rovenstine and Lily Walter want
to improve things at Taylor like growth and communication on campus.

Great Britain leaves the EU
How Brexit affects
Taylor community
Rayce Patterson
News Co-Editor

Photograph provided by Google

British Prime Minister Theresa May said she would step down as prime minister if Parliament approves her deal.

Today is the day legally set
for the United Kingdom to
withdraw from the European Union.
The UK’s decision to leave
or remain in the EU, known
commonly as Brexit, was voted for by referendum on June
23, 2016. Leave won by a narrow margin of only 51.9 percent, according to BBC News.
“(Brexit has) illuminated
divisions within the country
around . . . age-based differences, metropolitan versus
rural, and working class and
urban dwellers,” Associate
Professor of Political Science Nicholas Kerton-Johnson said. “It’s shone a light on

points of friction in the British government.”
Kerton-Johnson is a South
African British citizen and voted in the referendum which
lead to Brexit. He has observed
Brexit for over two years and
believes it’s about the issue of
British sovereignty versus EU
control.
Another issue is money. The
UK is considered a net contributor to the EU, meaning they
give more to the EU than they
receive in benefits.
Lastly, many British citizens were concerned that
the UK could not control immigration, which became
problematic when the British government did not have
the power to remove dangerous people from the country,
according to Kerton-Johnson.
Freshman Jamie Carson is
from the Republic of Ireland,

but holds both British and
Irish citizenship because of
his family in Northern Ireland. He agrees that the UK is
giving lots of money to the EU,
but that it is for a good moral reason.
“The way I look at it is the
help that Ireland and Britain
have been able to give is actually something that gives me
a lot of pride,” Carson said.
“There is relationship there,
where Britain and Ireland
are willing to help European countries that need help,
and there will be times in the
future where that is needed
in return.”
One problem during the
Brexit negotiations has been
about the situation in Northern Ireland, which is currently a part of the UK. Northern
Ireland has had a history of
BRITAIN continues on Page 4
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Taylor professor receives Notre Dame fellowship
Moeschberger will
be a visiting fellow
Ellie Tiemens
Staff Writer

Scott Moeschberger, professor
of psychology and director of
the Orphans and Vulnerable
Children program (OVC), recently received a fellowship
with the University of Notre
Dame.
For the Fall 2019 semester,
Moeschberger will be living
near Notre Dame as a visiting
fellow to the Kroc Institute for
International Peace Studies.
“The University of Notre
Dame's Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies
is one of the world's leading centers for the study of
the causes of violent conflict
and strategies for sustainable
peace,” the Kroc Institute says
on their website.
Moeschberger describes it
as a hub of practitioners and
scholarship with which the
best of the best are involved.
Each semester, the Kroc
Institute welcomes scholars
from universities around the
world to live at the Kroc Institute and engage in the life
of the university. Current fellows include professors from
various disciplines and places
such as South Africa, Europe
and California.
As a fellow here, Moeschberger’s responsibilities will
include working on a research

paper, presenting his project
and being involved in the life
of the university through interacting with students and
scholars at Notre Dame.
Being a part of this program has long been a dream
for Moeschberger as it effectively integrates his two areas
of passion: peace and reconciliation and orphans and
vulnerable children.
Having started the OVC
program at Taylor, Moeschberger is excited to be able
to share these passions at the
Kroc Institute.
“I am pretty excited to be
at Notre Dame and be able to
work with my colleague there
. . . and to do my research up
there and be involved in the
life of the institution and be
a visiting fellow and faculty,”
Moeschberger said.
He looks forward to being
able to work with Laura Miller-Graff, a colleague of his
and professor of psychology
at Notre Dame.
To g e t h e r, G ra f f a n d
Moeschberger will be working on a project about violence against children and
will be developing a manuscript that can be used in
psychological perspectives
on violence against children.
Additionally, Moeschberger’s involvement with this
program is beneficial for Taylor as it will be represented
in a space of high academia
such as Notre Dame.

Scott Moeschberger will be spending the fall semester at Notre Dame as visiting fellow.

"While we will miss him
on campus this fall, I am
thrilled that Moeschberger
was selected for this prestigious fellowship,” Kara
Riggleman, program services director for OVC said.
“Moeschberger will not only
bring years of experience
and wisdom to the table at
Notre Dame, but will also

return to enrich the OVC program with all that he gains
during his sabbatical. The
exchange of knowledge is
exciting and I am confident
Moeschberger's fellowship
will enhance what we are
doing in the OVC program."
Though Moeschberger will
not be teaching the Foundations of the Christian Liberal

TREVOR OSSWALD's Photos of the Week

Arts course for the incoming
class of freshmen in the fall,
he is confident in the abilities of Jenny Collins, associate professor of missions,
who will replace him.
Moeschberger will be back
at Taylor in the Spring of 2020
with new experiences that he
will be able to translate into
the OVC program at Taylor.

Photograph by Jazmin Tuscani

“(It is) a chance to really
work with and tap into thinking deeply and that will be
helpful in forming my own
research and sharpening my
ideas and to be at the cutting
edge of what is happening
and some of those conversations is always exciting,”
Moeschberger said.
echo@taylor.edu

Sustainability Week
FRIDAY, MARCH 29
Chapel Speaker: Katharine Hayhoe
Climate Scientist | BS in Physics &
Astronomy | MS in Atmospheric Science |
PhD in Climate Change
Campus wide Trash Art Competition begins
Pick up materials from Randall 103
1:00 PM
TUESDAY, APRIL 2
Sustainability Forum: Food Choices &
Sustainability - The social, environmental,
and nutritional effects of what we eat
Cornwall Auditorium
7:00 PM
FRIDAY, APRIL 3
Deadline to submit an entry for the Trash Art
Competition
Wheeler Stage, Boren Center
12:00 PM
Winners announced for the Trash Art
Competition
Wheeler Stage, Boren Center
6:00 PM
Sponsored by the School of Natural & Applied Sciences

BRITAIN continued from
sectarian violence regarding
the country’s cultural identity,
a period known as the Troubles. When the Good Friday
Agreement ended the Troubles in 1998, one of the key
points was there would no
longer be a physical border
between Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland,
according to the British Journal of Politics & International
Relations.
The concern was that Brexit would institute a physical
border in Northern Ireland because the Republic of Ireland

would remain part of the EU,
and Carson thinks his family
is concerned that this would
damage the peace in Northern Ireland.
However, British Prime Minister Theresa May has negotiated a plan with the EU called
“backstop,” which will continue the soft border between
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, according
to The Guardian. This backstop would continue to be in
place even if May’s deal with
the EU does not succeed, and
Kerton-Johnson is confident
that the Northern Irish border
would not be an issue.

“I am not scared of no-deal
at all,” Kerton-Johnson said.
“I believe it’s clear that the
technology is there, that you
do not need a hard border,
that goods can come into Ireland and that those designated for the British market can
be registered, scanned using
technology and taxes can be
remitted through the European Union. You don’t need a
hard border.”
The issue now is that, as
of the writing of this article,
May’s deal has yet to be approved, and has been struck
down twice, according to the
New York Post. The first time

the deal was brought to vote
in British Parliament, it was
the biggest defeat of a Prime
Minister in British Parliament
history. When it was brought
again to vote, it was defeated in the fourth largest defeat
in British Parliament history.
According to British custom,
May should have resigned because of these defeats, Kerton-Johnson said.
Kerton-Johnson believes
that May’s deal is bad for the
UK because the British government is giving a lot to the EU in
exchange for their withdrawal.
The British government would
give the EU 39 billion pounds,

lose control of their fisheries,
lose all say they have in the EU,
and likely won’t be able to negotiate free trade agreements,
according to Kerton-Johnson.
Kerton-Johnson believes it
is important for Americans
to know about what’s happening with Brexit and the
UK because Brexit will change
British politics. According to
Kerton-Johnson, Brexit and
similar events in the western
nations show an anti-establishment sentiment and a dissatisfaction of the people with
government. Carson believes
that understanding a place
and culture that is not one’s

own is important, especially
as Christians.
“We do need to have an
understanding of the world
outside of our own country,”
Carson said. “How can you
bring the Gospel to a country
that is different to your own
context? If you have an understanding of the broader universe around you, you will have
a better understanding of yourself and your own country.”
At the time this article was
written, May’s deal has not yet
been approved, but the deadline has been extended to
April 11.
echo@taylor.edu
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“‘It’s my dream and here it is right in front of
me,’ Heyen said. ‘Money is such a small thing
to God, it shouldn’t be the reason for the
decision. That’s putting God in a box.’”
Taylor student prepares to move abroad
after graduation
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Taylor printers spark conversation
Should Taylor add
printers to dorms?

Chrishauna Curry
Staff Writer

Taylor’s wireless printing in
Zondervan Library, the Reade
Center and Euler is most students’ only source of printing.
Taylor’s student announcements has a survey that students
can fill out making their voices
heard concerning on-campus
printing. Is printing from Reade
or the Zondervan library sufficient, or should tuition include
dorm printing? According to
senior Harrison Vandernoord,
the printing survey is part of
a change project for associate
professor of management Julie
Little’s Organizational Behavior
and Development class. Vandernoord’s class group believes that
printers are necessary.
“Our goal is to gather research
through surveys and interviews
to build a case for adding printers,” Vandernoord said.
This survey poses the question of whether or not printing
should be available in the front
desk of dorms on campus. According to the survey results, 75
percent of students do not have
a personal printer and 2/3 of students use the Library printers.
When prompted about adding
printers to dorms, 96 percent of
students are in support.
Junior Lynreshay Johnson said
that she has not been frequently printing this semester. Most of
her assignments are turned in
digitally on Blackboard. However, Johnson does not think that
dorm printing should be included in Taylor’s tuition. Johnson believes assignments should
be turned in digitally on Blackboard rather than having to
print a hard copy. Johnson also
said that it would be more convenient to have a personal printer
as she has many hard copy assignments for classes.
Junior Mica Evans said that
she strongly agrees with dorm
printing. Evans said that sometimes the Zondervan Library or
Reade is closed when she needs
to print her papers.
“Sometimes students are up
really late and can’t get into
those buildings,” Evans said.
Evans said that she printed
at least four times a week last
semester. She noted that she is
sometimes frustrated that her
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Senior Harrison Vandernoord questions if dorms should have printers.

paper gets lost among the many
printer users in the Reade student lounge.
Sophomore Maya Laytham
said that she mostly uses her
wing-mate’s printer. She stated
how convenient it is not to have

to walk across campus to print
her papers. She sees where there
is a need for dorm printing, but
she is also concerned about what
would happen in the event that
the dorm printers are not working. She doesn’t know who would

take responsibility for the repair
of broken printers. Laytham also
made a point that some dorms
are larger than others. Dorms
like Bergwall may need more
printers than Gerig or English.
There is still an opportunity

The Echo offices are in the Rupp
Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:

for Taylor students voice their
opinions about whether or not
on campus printing should
be available in the dorms by
following the link in the student announcements.
echo@taylor.edu

The Echo
236 W. Reade Ave. Upland, IN 46989-1001
(765) 998-5359, echo@taylor.edu
© Taylor University 2018

Taylor student prepares to move abroad after graduation
Claire Heyen serves
with One Collective
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer

As the end of the school year
draws near, the class of 2019 is
preparing for their next steps
in life, and for one senior, that
next step will take her to the
other side of the globe.
In early 2020, public health
major senior Claire Heyen will
be traveling to Central Asia
to serve with One Collective,
a worldwide Christian nonprofit focused on community
development and transformation. It is a journey she never
could have predicted choosing, but one that began taking
root years ago.
During the J-term of her
sophomore year, Heyen traveled with a group from her
father’s school to Jordan and
Israel. After going on many international trips, this was the
first Heyen felt an emotional
connection to the culture.
“I had never missed a place
so much,” Heyen said.
This was the beginning
of feeling a newfound passion placed in her heart for

ministering to Muslims in
the Middle East. Soon after,
she was traveling abroad once
again, this time with the Taylor Sounds to Athens, Greece.
On this trip, she served alongside fellow students in a refugee camp, getting to talk to
the people in the camp and
learn their stories. Her experiences there further convicted
her of God calling her toward
these communities.
Heyen, needing to complete
a summer practicum, began
to search the internet for opportunities to work within her
major for a group in line with
her new goals. It was through
many hours of Google searches that she was connected to
One Collective. Soon she was
on her way back to the refugee camps in Greece to intern
over the summer of 2018.
At the end of the summer, the organization first
broached the possibility of
a future position, but Heyen
was reluctant to pursue it. She
would have to raise her own
funds to support herself while
overseas, a financial hurdle
which made her uncertain.
“I feel really uncomfortable
support raising,” Heyen said.

Photograph by Josie Koontz

Senior Claire Heyen is looking forward to living in Central Asia.

Wanting to avoid this, she
began looking into other organizations, such as the Peace
Corps. Since it provided a stipend, it would not require the
same fund raising activity.
As time passed, the One

Collective position remained
in the back of her mind. She
recalled at one point her family stopping at a restaurant
which served food from the
region she would be placed
in. At last, she submitted her

application and was accepted.
“It’s my dream and here it
is right in front of me,” Heyen
said. “Money is such a small
thing to God, it shouldn’t be
the reason for the decision.
That’s putting God in a box.”

She is now preparing to begin fundraising as she looks
ahead to making the move to
Central Asia at the beginning
of the coming year.
Heyen will be working as a
Women’s Health Coordinator
in the communities One Collective is working with in the
region, focusing on providing clean water to people living in rural areas. In this role,
she will be visiting homes
and working with locals to
educate women on sanitation and hygiene when dealing with water.
The journey to arriving at
this moment is one that Heyen believes has taught her a
valuable lesson in relying on
God’s faithfulness and overcoming her fear of not knowing what to do with life.
“I see how God orchestrated all of this,” Heyen said.
“When I tried to make my own
plans, that is when I was most
stressed. When I release control, that’s when things start
to happen.”
Anyone interested in supporting her fundraising can
contact her at claire_heyen@
taylor.edu.
echo@taylor.edu
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Taylor singers make a splash in the Bahamas

Taylor Sounds
and Chorale’s 2019
spring break trip
Alyssa Roat
Staff Writer

This spring break, Taylor
Sounds and Chorale hosted
the Bahamas’ biggest concert
of the year.
From TV interviews to orphanage performances to the
final Grand Concert attended
by hundreds and filmed by the
Bahamas’ largest broadcaster,
Taylor’s singers made a splash
in the Bahamas.
However, the trip almost
did not happen. Senior Sung
Soo Kim was excited to organize a chorale trip to China —
until it fell through. But Kim
was determined that JoAnn
Rediger, professor of music
and director of Chorale and
Sounds, would be able to
travel abroad with the Chorale one last time.
Sophomore Chorale and
Sounds member Ashton McKenzie agreed with the importance of a choir trip.
“Dr. Rediger is retiring and
this trip was something that
God had set on her heart,”
McKenzie said.
Instead of China, Kim and
Rediger turned their sights to
the Bahamas. Kim began planning in November and made a
preemptive trip to the islands
over J-Term. It reminded him
of his childhood in Cambodia,
and he was surprised at a third
world culture so close to Florida. He saw an opportunity to
give the students a life-changing experience.
With only one week to work
with, Friday, March 15 to Saturday, March 23, Kim put together an ambitious schedule
of singing, service projects and
networking.
Friday, Mar. 22 was the

Photograph provided by Wes Rediger

Taylor Sounds and Chorale go snorkeling in the Bahamas.

biggest date of all. Friday night,
Taylor Chorale and Sounds
hosted “The Grand Concert.”
Held in Trinity Methodist
Church in Nassau, Bahamas,
the concert drew a crowd of
hundreds. The concert was in
collaboration with three of the
biggest choirs in the Bahamas:
the University of the Bahamas Concert Choir, the Bahamas National Youth Choir and
the Bahamas National Children’s Choir.
The concert was broadcast
live all over the Bahamas and
attended by several notables,
including Taylor University
President Emeritus Eugene
Habecker and the department
head of the Bahama’s largest
ministry, the Ministry of Tourism. The U.S. Embassy sent
greetings as well.
“It just meant so much,” Kim
said. “Not only was it the beginning of the relationship

between Taylor University and the University of the
Bahamas and the children’s
choir and youth choir, it was
the strengthening of the relationship between the U.S. and
the Bahamas.”
The concert kicked off with
both the U.S. and Bahamian
national anthems led by Taylor students. The Bahamian
anthem was led by three Bahamian Taylor students, and
the audience joined in singing
the anthems they knew. After
that, each of the groups from
the Bahamas performed two
songs, then the two universities performed together, after which Taylor Sounds and
Chorale, along with senior violinist Hasun Yoo, performed
about five more pieces. Finally, the evening closed with all
of the choirs singing “He Never Failed Me Yet” together in a
performance Kim described

as majestic.
Though the Friday concert
was the highlight of the trip,
the rest of the week was also
a time of immersion into the
Bahamas. Several members of
chorale, including Kim, cited
Saturday, March 16 as one of
the most meaningful days of
the trip. To begin the day, the
chorale partnered with Bahamas National Trust to serve in
the national park. After that,
they went to Elizabeth Estate
Children’s Home.
Again, this was part of a trip
that went “wrong.” The choir
was originally supposed to visit a different, larger orphanage. However, when that fell
through only two days before,
Kim turned to Elizabeth Estate, a small home with only 27
children. However, Kim saw it
as an unexpected blessing.
“They said, ‘Hey, we don’t
get these kinds of visits often,’”

Kim related. “After we sang the
first song, the children jumped
around and shouted with joy.”
Sophomore Chorale member Drew Anderson recalled
the time at Elizabeth Estate fondly.
“I think the best part for me
was watching the children’s
faces light up when they heard
us sing and hearing their reactions when we hit either very
high or very low notes,” Anderson said.
The choir didn’t stop there.
They continued to sing, including at two churches and two
high schools.
Kim recounted an experience at R. M. Bailey High
School that moved him. As
they were singing, a student
got on her knees and began
crying. Kim wondered what
was going on.
“Then suddenly she comes
back, and we were singing

and she just stood in the middle and started laughing and
crying and smiling,” Kim said.
“Later on, we heard from other
school members that she was a
Haitian student who was a very
good student, very bright, very
talkative, very energetic, but
something happened to her
a month ago, and she did not
talk to anyone for a month. But
that song that we sang broke
that. She was able to go into
tears and let go of everything.”
The song they sang was “Do
Not Be Afraid.”
When they weren’t singing
or serving, chorale members
explored the Bahamas, whether snorkeling at one of McKenzie’s favorite sites, Clifton
Heritage Park, to learn more
about Bahamian history, soaking up rays at Blue Lagoon Island or shopping downtown.
“Before going to the Bahamas, there were so many uncertainties, but God prepared
everything to the best ways,”
Kim said. “This was really a
God-led trip.”
McKenzie found it especially meaningful as a final trip
with Rediger. He said seeing
her in action on the tour was
not only an inspiration for his
career, but also a personal inspiration for the members of
the Sounds and Chorale. He
expressed how impressed he
is with Rediger’s ability to
model Christian philosophy
in her teaching methods as
well as her lifestyle.
For freshman Chorale
and Sounds member Amanda Hinken, Kim’s vision of a
life-changing trip became
a reality.
“From schools to an orphanage to our final concert, we got
to share God’s love through
song in so many different spaces,” Hinken said. “It was an absolutely amazing trip and I’ll
never forget it!”
echo@taylor.edu
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Professional writing alumna turns up the heat
Hope Bolinger publishes
debut novel , ‘Blaze’
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

Sometimes, that one spark of
inspiration makes a passage of
Scripture come alive.
That was what happened to
Hope Bolinger, ‘19, when she sat
in a Biblical Literature I class
with May Young, assistant professor of biblical studies, in the
middle of a 70+ slide lecture on
Daniel.
“She mentioned that Daniel
and his friends would have been
teenagers when they were taken
into Babylonian captivity and essentially started their three year
education,” Bollinger said. “I was
sitting there stunned. They are 15
and 16 years old. They are being
plucked out of their culture into
a culture that is completely different from anything they have
ever known and they are being
coerced to conform to that culture but they still stand strong,
they are still standing up to the
king himself.”
This event was the catalyst for
Bolinger’s inspiration.
As a professional writing student, she took this inspiration
and turned it into a book which

Photograph provided by Hope Bolinger

Alumna Hope Bolinger (’19) (center) sits with friends senior Alyssa Roat and junior Sonya Downing

is now being published by Illuminate YA Fiction, an imprint of
LPC Books.
“It’s a modern day Daniel
that’s dropped into an American high school,” Bolinger said.
The plot revolves around
sophomore Danny as he attends his rival school after his
old high school was burned

down. Danny must discover
who the mysterious arsonist
is before they can do anything
else.
Junior Alyssa Roat acted as a
sometimes editor and sounding board for the project. She
believed strongly in the immediacy of the novel.
“I’ve always resonated with

the book of Daniel, but this
modern-day version makes it
so accessible,” Roat said. “I think
young adult readers will identify with her real, flawed teenage characters in their messy
struggle to survive in an antagonistic world. That’s what I love
about Hope’s writing: it’s so real.
She doesn’t shy away from hard

New book club sparks interest
Young adult
book club has
first meeting
of the year

Emily
Pawlowski
A&E Editor

Six people sat in a
circle, brought together by one thing:
books.
The young adult
book club met for
the first time this
year on Wednesday,
March 27. They discussed “Hey Kiddo,”
an autobiographical
graphic novel by Jarrett Krosoczka.
“I wanted to start
this year with something that’s a quick
read,” senior Bri Carson said. “Not necessarily easy, because
I know that the topic is probably going
to be really hard; it’s

about a young man
who was raised by
his grandparents
and that’s always a
difficult topic.”
Despite its intended middle grade audience, “Hey Kiddo”
gave the college students a lot to discuss. Some of the
more complex parts
of the book focus on
complex issues such
as drug addiction
and bullying.
The group spent
an hour talking
about the unique
stor y t el lin g of
graphic novels, the
complexity of the
characters and how
mature themes can
be explained to
younger audiences.
“We get into really deep topics
and we discuss in
a safe place and
it’s chance to get to
know other people,
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Members of the book club share their thoughts on “Hey Kiddo”

it’s a chance to get
to know their perspectives,” Carson
said.
Seeing new perspectives was the
inspiration for the
club’s creation.
Last year, Carie
King, assistant professor of English,
discussed the significance of young
adult literature

with her English
methods class. As
aspiring teachers,
they wanted to
find ways to connect with future
students through
books.
“There are a lot
of books out there
that I haven’t read,”
King said. “So I’m
reading many of
these books along

with my own children. But also,
reading them to experience this generation – what is
resonating with junior high and high
school kids today?”
Though it was
started as a group
for English education majors, the
book club is open
to students of all

majors. The group
invit es any on e
who enjoys reading
young adult books
and talking about
them with others.
Senior Leila
Bragg, one of the
founding English
edu cation m ajors, welcomes the
chance to talk with
new members.
“Just getting to be
with like-minded
people who enjoy
this stuff is great,”
said Bragg. “And
learning from other people and their
perspectives, because that’s what
this is all about.”
The book club
will meet again
April 24, from 4 –
5 p.m. in the Relief
Room in Reade.
They will be discussing “Scythe” by
Neal Shusterman.
echo@taylor.edu

‘The Upside’ has its ups and downs

New film offers
cure for back-toschool blues
Landon Hilst
Staff Writer

You won’t want to miss
the perfect uplifting narrative to remedy those
post-spring break blues.
“The Upside” delivers
one of the most heartwarming stories of the
year so far and easily
stands as one of the funniest. The film follows
the disillusioned life of
Dell Scott (Kevin Hart),
a failing husband and
father who struggles to
find work within New
York City. Striking out at
every turn, Dell defeatedly goes through his days
blind to the impact his
lack of care has on the
people that depend on
him.
Enter Phillip Lacasse (Bryan Cranston),
a rich businessman who
experienced a terrible

accident, leaving him a
quadriplegic. Lacasse
remains confined to a
wheelchair because of
his immobile arms and
legs. Although his vast
wealth has allowed him
to live a luxurious life,
he still suffers with the
emotional damage left
behind from the accident. When Dell stumbles into a job interview
with Lacasse, Lacasse
instantly takes a liking
to Dell’s fearless waltz
through life’s crazy curveballs and hires Dell to
be his caretaker.
The performances captured by director
Neil Burger (“Limitless”)
leave little doubt as to
the film’s greatest aspect.
Cranston once again

presents how masterful of an actor he can be,
even with the restriction
of zero movement from
the neck down. Kevin
Hart pleasantly surprises
in a role that is largely a
departure from the goofy
leading man audiences
may be used to. Together,
the duo make a powerful
comedic team and their
scenes shine brightest
when a the actor’s show
their own fun personalities through Dell and
Lacasse’s characters.
Nicole Kidman also
stars in the film as Lacasse’s assistant Yvonne
Pendleton, rounding
out a trio who have terrific onscreen chemistry. Cranston and Hart
effortlessly bounce off of
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each other in the comedic moments as well as in
the more mature aspects
of Dell and Lacasse’s relationship. While a funny movie to be sure, in
order to bring attention
to life’s upsides, the filmmakers had to portray
some of the downsides
as well. The film doesn’t
shy away from dealing
with grim themes like
tragedy, rejection and
even divorce.
Adding these themes
alongside the comedy
creates a more diverse
film experience, but the
transition from funny to
serious feels somewhat
disjointed at times. The
editing of certain scenes
makes the movie feel
longer than it needs to

be. At two hours and six
minutes long, “The Upside” would benefit from
shaving some of these
scenes down to achieve
a more streamlined film,
a painful criticism for a
movie that is full of great,
memorable moments.
While not a perfect
movie, “The Upside” is
wildly enjoyable and
certainly carries some
of the most underrated performances of the
year for a score of 4 out
of 5 stars. Each of the
characters possess believable flaws that people can relate to, but
they help each other
overcome those weaknesses to find the hidden happiness in their
lives. It serves as a good
reminder to never undervalue the impact
that people can have on
each other.
“The Upside” is still
currently in theaters
and is rated PG-13.
echo@taylor.edu

topics. She faces them head on,
acknowledges life’s mess, and offers hope.”
Others also share this confidence in her story.
Linda Taylor, assistant professor of professional writing, shared her opinion on the
book after having Bolinger in
the program.

A&E
Stay Up To Date

C.S. Lewis and Friends
Tea
Pilgrim’s Progress Viewing Party
Today – 4 p.m.
MMVA 002
Senior Art Exhibit
Uncovered
Today – 7-9 p.m.
Metcalf Gallery
Airband
March 30
6-8 p.m. & 9-11 p.m.
Rediger Auditorium

Trash Art Competition
April 5 – 6 p.m.
Boren Center

“When I heard that Hope
Bolinger was writing a series
of books taking the Daniel story and putting it into modern
times, I knew it would be something special,” Taylor said. “And
indeed, it is. Even though you
know the Bible story, ‘Blaze’
will keep you turning pages as
you watch events unfold, as you
cheer the faith of four brave students, and as you wait to see
how Bolinger will tell the story
next. Bolinger is creative, funny, and engaging. ‘Blaze’ does
not disappoint.”
After graduating from Taylor
in January, Bolinger began work
as a literary agent for Cyle Young
Literary Elite. She is also doing
administrative work for Serious
Writer Inc.
Though this is her first published work, Bolinger has written 17 novels in total. What
Bolinger took away from this
process was encouragement to
others.
“If anyone wants to pursue
a dream, it really is possible,”
Bolinger said. “It takes a lot of lot
of years and a lot of hard work
but it really is possible.”
“Blaze” by Hope Bolinger
comes out June 3, 2019. Preorder is available on Amazon.
echo@taylor.edu

Ringers & Adoration
Chorus
Spring Concert
March 30 – 6:30 p.m.
Grace Bible Presbyterian Church
Senior Recital
Ty Kinter
March 31 – 3 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital Hall
Marion Philharmonic
Orchestra
Evening of Serenades
March 30 7:30 p.m.
First United Methodist
Chuch
Lyric Theatre
Musical Theater and Opera Scenes
April 5&6 – 7:30 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital Hall
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New York legally includes abortions under health care in clinics like Uplands health center. Sophomore Bri Kinsey visits the local establishment.

Our View

NY bill faces discussion
Reproductive Health
Act sparks controversy?
New York has the highest
abortion rate of anywhere in
the country.
According to the New York
Department of Health, between
the years of 2012 and 2014, per
every 1,000 live births, there
were 400.2 abortions. Even before this law came into effect,
abortions were putting up high
numbers in New York, especially New York City.
The Center for Disease Control abortion surveillance
report shows 58.7% of all abortions in the United States occur
when the mother is between
20 and 29 years old. As young
adults, this should be a matter
we are showing concern for.
91.1 % of all abortions happen when the pregnancy is
less than 13 weeks along. The
new Reproductive Health Act
(RHA) law only has something
to do with about 1.3%, as it targets the abortions that happen
after 24 weeks. Although this
seems like a fairly small number, 638,169 abortions were
reported in 2015 by 49 states.
This means there were around
5,600 cases in 2015 alone. A little over 20% of these cases were
from New York.
There are many misconceptions about this law because it
is all over the media. An abortion can still only take place
up until the time of birth and
there must be a reason, such as
the mother’s health or well-being or the inability for the fetus to be viable (live outside of
the womb).
Governor Andrew Cuomo
is the man who signed this
act into law this January. Sitting beside him was Sarah Ragle Weddington, the attorney
who once represented McCorvey or “Roe.”
“It’s bittersweet. There
is a bitterness because we
shouldn’t be here in the first
place,” Cuomo said. “ We
should not have a federal government that is trying to roll
back women’s rights … This

administration (of President
Donald Trump) defies American evolution.”
Earlier this year, a Concern
for the Unborn group began on
Taylor’s campus. They met by
the Sammy statues and prayed
for the unborn at the Link for
Life event held in February.
This group focuses on learning about abortion and how to
advocate for life.
As the editorial board, we
believe every life is sacred and
begins at conception. Although
this law often has had misconceptions concerning who it applies to, we believe God creates
life. Taking that away for any
reason is not something that
should be decided by people.
We believe a lack of fetal viability is not always correct.
Also, the fact that nurse practitioners and other physicians
can now perform abortions
as well as doctors may compromise belief of those practitioners and provide less job
opportunity for those against
this law. Women’s rights and
human rights are at odds here.
In the spirit of being progressive toward a future where everyone has rights, we believe
the unborn fetus is not given its
fair chance. Although fetal viability could be in question, the
opportunity to live is not even
in the question for the child.
Many say those who are prolife are not fighting the law, but
abortion. The editorial board
disagrees with that statement
because this law makes it easier
to have an abortion performed
by allowing more medical personnel to perform the abortions and giving mothers more
leniency to have a child aborted. This is not to mention the
fact that it is no longer guarded by the criminal code, but by
public health care.
As a board and as Christians,
we advocate for life. This includes the life of a child and
the life of the mother, giving
them the care they need. We
are pro life and stand for every
human’s rights.
echo@taylor.edu
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Muslim community needs love
Christians should act
with compassion

I won’t soon forget where I was
sitting when I first heard about
the deadliest attack in modern
New Zealand’s history.
49 human beings were killed
with a semi-automatic weapon
by a self-proclaimed white supremacist who carried a video
camera to record his massacre.
Another victim would lose his
life to injuries in the hospital that
day among the 50 more wounded. This is a stain on the history of
human decency and democracy
in New Zealand, and is a tragedy
that should mark Christians living
in America deeply as we also recognize the impact on our Muslim
friends and neighbors.
Why this Matters for all
Muslims
For Muslims, gathering for
prayer is one of the most beautiful symbols on earth. The position
of kneeling with your forehead to
the ground is an action of deepest reverence and vulnerability. It
is this very position of humility in
which innocent men, women and
children were attacked. They were
not armed nor were they provoking violence. They were exercising
their right to worship.
Why this Matters for all
Christians
When a terror attack is carried
out by a Muslim, the media is quick
Roe V Wade:
This case made abortion legal
in 1973. An abortion had to be performed by a licensed doctor, and if
it happened after 24 weeks gestation, the reason had to be that the
mother’s life was at risk. Abortions
before 24 weeks were legal, citing
the 14th amendment.
“Jane Roe”, or Norma McCorvey, her real name, the defendant,
wanted an abortion but Texas prohibited the act unless it was to save
a woman’s life. Before this, abortion
was criminalized in most states
and dangerous abortions were
hurting many women.
“Jane Roe” was pro-choice and
pregnant at the time. Her baby girl
was adopted and remains unidentified by press. She changed her
tune in 1997, when she became a
Christian and tried to overturn
her own case. It was denied, but
she spent the remainder of her life
supporting pro-life efforts.
Reproductive Health Act:
The Reproductive Health Act
was added into New York law to
protect people who are getting
abortions from being criminalized
for their actions. This has been in
the works for a while, but without
full Democratic control, the state
could not pass the act successfully.
Up until this year, abortion was
still considered a criminal act in
some cases which made health
care professionals wary of providing the service if the woman was
more than 24 weeks pregnant.
The act also opens up the act
of abortion to various health care
professionals. Before, the only people who could perform an abortion were doctors, but this act says
nurse practitioners, physician’s assistants and licensed midwives are
eligible with the right certification.
This make services available to
more women.
This new law also makes abortion a public health care issue, instead of part of the criminal code.
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Sophomores Danielle Parker, Victoria Hilse, and Natalie
Hummer pray together for our Muslim brothers and sisters

to give us fodder to feed anti-Islamic sentiments. Christians point to
the Muslim community and ask
why they do not condemn Muslim terrorism.
Though the Australian gunman did not espouse Christian
views, the roles are reversed here
and we must stand up and categorically condemn the brutality against our Muslim neighbors
and show our support for them
in the aftermath.
A natural response could be to
point to the attacks carried out
by Muslims against Christians.
“We will show the power of the
gospel far more if we show the
love of Christ to those who suffer
than we will if we merely point to
Islamic terror attacks,” Nicholas
Kerton-Johnson, professor of political science said.

Jesus tells us to love the vulnerable and wounded regardless of
their nationality or religious beliefs. Moments like these test our
ability to practice our faith and
walk like Jesus.
Kevin Diller, associate professor
of philosophy religion commented on how faith in Christ often
aligns wi h protecting the welfare
of other peoples and faiths.
Kerton-Johnson notes that
the heart of liberal democracy
is protecting the right of expression for any citizen regardless of
their beliefs.
Living in a democracy means
we fight for each other’s right to
religious expression; living as a
Christian demands we unconditionally love and care for those
we come into contact with every day.

What Can I Do as a College
Student?
No matter what you believe theologically about Muslims or what
you think politically about immigration, Muslims are in our communities. They work in our businesses, go
to our schools, and worship peacefully in nearby mosques.
Let’s learn how to love and support Muslims better together. The
best way to do this is simply by building relationships with them. These
kinds of relationships are the ones
that will bring the fruit of change and
will ultimately unite a religiously and
politically divided nation.
If you would like to join more
initiatives to reach out to your
Muslim neighbors as an individual or floor, please email me at:
carissa_zaffiro@taylor.edu.
echo@taylor.edu

People populate polarized politics
Seek to find human
beings in discussion

One in six Americans has
stopped talking to a friend or
family member because of disagreements over politics.
That scares me. The next election is almost upon us (campaign ads are already running!)
and political rhetoric has barely
cooled since 2016. Republicans
and Democrats are already more
likely than any time in America’s
history since the Civil War to describe the other side as “evil.”
Very few of us have clean
hands on that front, by the way:
when tested, the vast majority
of people have strong, instinctual biases against members of the
other party. We’re all less likely to
believe what they say, less likely
to want to associate or interact
with them – less likely, in fact, to
treat them like humans.
Americans hold wildly distorted views of the opposite party: a
recent article by Ahler and Sood
shows Republicans will agree, for
example, that most Democrats
are atheists (not true) and Democrats will agree that the Republican party is mostly millionaires
(also nope). On that basis – that
they’re jerks, that they’re evil,
that they aren’t like us – we dismiss them. Politics, after all, is a
lot simpler when you remove one
side entirely. We ignore them, we
insult them — we treat them like
enemies, when in reality, they’re
our neighbors.
There’s a story that made the
rounds a few years ago, about a

Black Lives Matter group that
ended up at a pro-Trump rally
in Washington DC. One of their
members, Walter Newsome, was
offered two minutes to address
the crowd, and he chose to do so.
The speech became newsworthy
because Newsome’s words resonated with the crowd. When he
compared removing abusive police officers to voting out corrupt
politicians, they cheered. After
the rally, a member of Bikers for
Trump asked Newsome to take a
picture with his five-year-old son.
I’m not pretending that this
was some mythical, perfect moment. There was still plenty of
yelling before, after, and during
Newsome’s address. Within
hours, both groups came under
attack from members of their
own side, accusing them of fraternizing with the enemy. The nation remains politically divided.
But it does show a path forward. We can do better than ignoring the other side, treating
them as the butt of jokes and
the subject of angry rants and
nothing more. We can treat them

with respect and as worthy of our
time, as people whose minds we
want to change. “Bless those who
curse you,” after all.
I’m not preaching naïve agreement here. You don’t need to
compromise your political principles. In fact, I think the opposite is true. Too often, we assume
the solution for contentious politics is just to avoid the other side
altogether. In reality, healthy disagreement and discussion would
be better for all of us, and make
us better able to advance our political beliefs. When Democrats
and Republicans are forced to
work together on tasks, they perform better than any one-party group. As Mill said, “He who
knows only his side of the case,
knows little of that.”
As election season draws nearer, keep in mind that members of
the other party aren’t your enemies, but rather your opponents.
Certainly people with whom you
are competing, and with whom
you have strong differences of
opinion, but still people.
echo@taylor.edu
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Junior Cassidy Drabek and sophomore Hannah
Thalmayer participate in civil discussion.

TROJAN NATION

“It was a good experience and I think there’s
a lot of growth and also, a lot of positive
things that we took away from it.”
Men’s track and field takes
second at Emory Invite
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Women’s golf edged out in Clash at Crosswinds
Trojans tie first place,
but lose playoff
Clay Sidenbender
Staff Writer

Despite sophomore Nicole
Jung earning her sixth individual collegiate win,
Taylor lost the Clash at
Crosswinds tournament
last Saturday in Savannah,
Georgia.
Taylor tied Faulkner University at 58 shots over par
for first place in the nineteam tournament. To
decide the winner both
teams competed in a 10man playoff. Faulkner
outplayed Taylor on the
second hole of the playoff to claim the trophy.
“She hit a really bad tee
shot,” coach Cameron
Andry said of Jung. “She
had to kind of hit a recovery shot under the trees.
(The ball) hit the tree and
bounced back. She ended up hitting a double
(bogey).”
Andry said Jung’s frustration and emotion after her performance in
the playoff showcased
her heart. She cared
more about how th e
team performed than her
own performance.
Taylor had never played
in a team playoff prior to

Crosswinds, so the team
was nervous. However, junior Maddie Thomas said
the team benefitted from
the experience.
“We had a crowd following us . . . and first place
was on the line,” Thomas
said. “It was a good experience and I think there’s
a lot of growth and also, a
lot of . . . positive things
that we took away from it.”
Jung finished at three
shots over par, claiming
first place with a fourshot lead. Thomas shot
16 over par, tying for seventh place.
Due to unpredictable
weather conditions, Andry said Taylor practiced
inside for much of the offseason. He expected his
team to play at their best,
but not everyone did.
“ I pl ayed w ith Tay lor (French) and Annie
Stimmel on Wednesday
in practice and both of
them just played gorgeous
golf,” Andry said. “And,
they did not play as well
in the tournament.”
S o p h o m o r e Ta y l o r
French shot 21 over par
and tied for 17th place
with senior Elizabeth Jackson. Junior Annie Stimmel
tied senior Raquel Helton
for 36th place, shooting 28
over par.

On the reserve team,
freshman Annie Eisenbarth tied for 28th place,
shooting 24 over par.
Sophomore Rachel Coers
shot 32 over par and junior Alexis Harris shot 40
over par.
“ You know, we were
down 13 shots going into
the final round and I told
them, ‘No disrespect to
Faulkner, but they’re not
going to play like they did
yesterday again today. … ’”
Andry said. “And we did
(comeback). Nicole’s great
play obviously helped.
Taylor will host the Purgatory Intercollegiate
starting today at Purgatory Golf Club in Noblesville, Indiana. Andry said
the weather is supposed
to be rainy both today
and tomorrow.
But Andry said he believes his team has the upperhand over opponents
in dreary conditions. According to Taylor Athletics, Taylor won the 2016
Crossroads League Championship in cold, windy
conditions. In September 2018, they won the
Battle at Blackthorn in
what Andry called brutal conditions.
“Honestly, it just comes
down to some mental fortitude,” Andry said. “Do

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Sophomore Nicole Jung watches a shot during a fall tournament.

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Sophomore Taylor French eyes a put during an early season tournament.

a.m. today. The sound
you have the grit to ac- bad frame of mind?”
tually not let some nas- The first round of the round of the tournament
ty weather dictate your Purgatory Intercollegiate starts tomorrow at 9 a.m.
mood and put you in a tournament starts at 10:30
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s track and field takes second at Emory Invite
Points across the
board propelled the
Trojans to success
Alec Tebben
Staff Writer

The men’s track and field
team took second place
overall at the Emory Invitational last weekend,
March 22–23. The squad
faced 28 other teams in
a competitive first meet
of the outdoor season.
“It was ver y competitive, and our athletes
were able to compete in
just about every event
we were in, if not be
among the best in that
event,” head coach Rod
Waters said.
Several factors helped
the team succeed in
this meet.
One was that the team
earned points all throughout the meet.
“We had points everywhere,” junior Caleb Anthony said . “ Throws,
jumps, sprints, all the way
through, and that’s what
got us where we were. It
wasn’t just like a bunch of
three or four first places.”
Wa t e r s a t t r i b u t e d
some of the success to

the culture on the team,
including the way the upperclassmen serve as positive examples.
“They display a lot of
courage, a lot of fight, a lot
of dedication, and then our
underclassmen see that,
and they want to raise
their level of competition
and competitive spirit and
we’re able to compete at
a high level week in and
week out,” Waters said.
The location was also
beneficial. The competition was held at Emory University in Atlanta,
Georgia. The team enjoyed fair weather
there, which is always
nice, especially for an
event taking place over
spring break.
Emory boasted an impressive athletic complex,
with a tall stadium, lap
pools, basketball courts,
and even a rock-climbing
tower providing a conspicuous backdrop for
the event. But most importantly, the team found
a very quality track waiting for them, something
not always common in
the Midwest.
“It’s kind of crazy to explain,” freshman Matt
Sakeuh said. “When you

Scoreboard

BASEBALL
3/30 Goshen (A) 1 p.m.
3/30 Goshen (A) 3 p.m.
4/1 MVNU (A) 4 p.m.
4/2 Ball State (A) 3 p.m.
4/5 Spring Arbor 5 p.m.

MEN’S GOLF

3/29 Purgatory Intercollegiate (A) 10 a.m.
3/30 Purgatory Intercollegiate (A) 9 a.m.

MEN’S TENNIS

4/3 Anderson (A) 4 p.m.
4/5 Georgetown 4 p.m.

MEN’S LACROSSE

3/30 U of M-Dearborn 1 p.m.

4/3 Aquinas (A) 4 p.m.

SOFTBALL

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Junior Caleb Anthony particpates in the hurdles during last weekend’s meet.

run on a fast track, you just
know it,”
Sakeuh and Anthony
said the track definitely helped their performance, especially on
the 4x400-meter relay
on Saturday.
Because the meet was

the first of the outdoor
season, many individuals
went into it trying to figure out where they stood.
But as the meet progressed, the Taylor squad
also realized where they
stood as a team among
so many other teams. By

3/29 Bethel 4 p.m.
3/29 Bethel 6 p.m.
3/30 Marian (A) 1 p.m.
3/30 Marian (A) 3 p.m.
4/2 MVNU (A) 3 p.m.
4/2 MVNU (A) 5 p.m.
4/5 IWU (A) 4 p.m.
4/5 IWU (A) 6 p.m.

the time the 4x400 came WOMEN’S GOLF
around at the end of the 3/29 Purgatory Intercollegiate (A) 10 a.m.
meet, the whole team was 3/30 Purgatory Intercollegiate (A) 10 a.m.
there cheering.
4/1 Phoenix Invitational (A) 9 a.m.
“The four by four was a 4/2 Phoenix Invitational (A) 9 a.m.
good icing on the top of WOMEN’S TENNIS
the whole cake,” Sakeuh 3/30 IU-Kokomo (A) 11 a.m.
said.
4/5 Georgetown 4 p.m
echo@taylor.edu

Nicole Jung

Hunter Smith
TRACK AND FIELD

WOMEN’S GOLF

Results from
T aylor Athletics

Baseball

3/27 Indiana Tech

W 9-7

3/22 Emory Invite
3/23 Emory Invite

1st of 23
2nd of 28

Men’s Track and Field
Men’s Lacrosse
3/23 Lourdes

L 21-4

3/22 Clash at Crosswinds
3/23 Clash at Crosswinds

1st of 10
1st of 10

Men’s Golf
Softball

3/27 Spring Arbor
3/27 Spring Arbor

Athletes
Sophomore
Santa Cruz, Bolivia
Psychology

W 10-2
W 6-0

Driver

Women’s Track and Field
3/22 Emory Invite
3/23 Emory Invite

No Score
7th of 31

3/22 Clash at Crosswinds
3/23 Clash at Crosswinds

1st of 10
1st of 10

Women’s Golf

979 S. Main St., Upland, IN • www.ivanhoes.info • (765) 998-7261

of the

Week

Year
Hometown
Major
Favorite Club/Event

Junior
Greenwood, IN
Youth Ministries
5K and 3K Steeplechase

Stay - Zedd

Favorite Pregame Song

In a Dream

Fruit Snacks

Favorite Pregame Meal

DC Pasta

Photographs by Brad Timmerman

Airband

“'It is absolutely one of my favorite campus
events,” Pflughoeft said. “I love the late night
practices with my wing mates and getting to
know one another better through dance.'”
Creative choreographers
share about Airband

March 29, 2019
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Creative choreographers share about Airband

The minds behind
the performances
Kamryn Koble

Life & Times Co-Editor

When performers are lip-syncing, the importance of choreography skyrockets. Every
detail must be created, taught
and executed to pull off the
quality of Airband performances that Taylor expects.
Junior Ember Pflughoeft
works with Second West Olson, and she fondly remembers the previous three years
she was involved with Airband.
She played baby Simba in a
Lion King-themed number as a
freshman, and has progressed
to a choreographer this year.
Pflughoeft spent 13 years as a
competitive gymnast and choreographed her own routines.
This year, she serves alongside
co-director junior Kiersten
Mackintosh. The two brainstormed and planned the routine together, and spent the
rest of the rehearsal process
teaching the group.
“It is absolutely one of my
favorite campus events,”
Pflughoeft said. “I love the late
night practices with my wing
mates and getting to know one
another better through dance.”
Junior Sydney Smith is choreographing with her wing
Second East Olson as well as
helping choreograph First
West Wengatz. She has participated in Airband for three
years; her wing won last year,
raising the expectations for
this coming performance.
She danced for 14 years,

Photograph provided by Sarah Bleeke

2 Breu and Sammy 2 practices for their Airband performance in the aerobics room.

mostly classical training in
ballet, tap, jazz and contemporary. Her experience teaching dance prepared for this
new role. Most of all, she emphasizes how much of a group
effort Airband is.
“Every year I have done Airband I have been amazed at
how a group of people can
come together and create
something so fun and exciting,”
Smith said. “Everyone brings
something new to the table.”
Sophomore Chloe Sohmer
is also choreographing Second East Olson and First West
Wengatz, and participated

in last year’s winning performance. She grew up in theatre
and show choir, but this is her
first time choreographing for a
major public event.
She thanks the set designer, costumer, and other choreographers for their hard
work as well. The choreographers met almost daily to plan
movements, block and cover
other details before teaching
the performers.
“Advice for future choreographers: Do not try choreographing in the racquetball
courts. It is not an easy task,”
Sohmer said.

Photograph provided by Carly Wheeler

Third West Olson and Second Center Wengatz's set crew prepares for their performance.

Photograph by Jerusha Lindsay

Jeff Cramer and Jeff Wallace have both participated in Airband when they were students at Taylor.

Sohmer encouraged freshman Zoë Mendenall to step out
of her comfort zone and help
choreograph her first Airband
experience. Mendenall danced
competitively for seven years.
“I prefer to be the kind of
leader that practices with the
group, working as an example
for peers who feel uncomfortable stepping out and asking
the leaders up front,” Mendenall said.
Junior Rachel Davidovitch
is a choreographer for 2 Breu
and Sammy 2. Her floor focuses on having fun more than
winning a competition, which

has made her Airband experiences positive.
She danced for 15 years, and
has taught classes, private lessons and at summer camps.
After 30 dances, she has lost
count of how many routines
she has choreographed.
Davidovitch typically listens to the music and visualizes the moves in her head. In
rehearsal, she thinks of phrases to help learn the choreography, and dancers have told
her they can hear her in their
heads as they are performing.
Because her dance teachers
used this effective technique,

she is able to do the same for
her fellow students.
“Our group always focuses
on the fun rather than stress
or the competition of it all so
we have a blast every time we
meet for practice,” Davidovitch said. “I’m really proud of
the commitment of my dancers, they consistently show up
and work hard.”
Junior Cassidy Drabek
is working with “Bergwall
& Friends,” which consists
of other students beyond
Bergwall residents. She finds
this blend of performers beneficial because Bergwall can
be known for isolating themselves, and opening up their
Airband has been beneficial
for all involved.
She took dance lessons as
a child, began practicing hip
hop last year and is currently
the co-director of TUDANCEVIBES. Before rehearsals, she
and sophomore Daniel Korrie divided and conquered
in order to accomplish their
goals.
“One thing that I have
learned from being head choreographer this year is that
everyone learns at a different
pace so patience is key and always be open to change,” Drabek said. “Creativity cannot be
put in a box.”
While watching the Airband
performances, it can be easy to
focus on the lights, costumes,
and music. When considering the process of the creative
minds backstage, it only enriches one of Taylor’s most revered traditions.
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph by Jerusha Lindsay

Students from Third Center Olson and Third East Wengatz put the time in for Airband.

Photograph provided by Sydney Smith

Freshmen Cecily Johnson, Caleb Erickson and junior Matt Wildman practice
for the First West Wengatz and Second Eason Olson performance.

